
 
 
 

 

Host Site: Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati 
 

Topic of Project: Kinship Education 
 
Location: Cincinnati, OH 
 
Description of Fellow Project: 

 
In January 2019, the Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati launched a new initiative, 
the “Kinship Care Team.” The goal of the project is to bring stability and economic 
security, through comprehensive legal assistance, to families in which grandparents 
and other relatives are caring for children affected by parental substance abuse or 
incarceration. Major components of the project include outreach, maintenance of 
referral relationships with partner agencies, and brief-service legal clinics in our 
seven counties, with a particular emphasis on our four most rural counties (Brown, 
Clermont, Clinton, and Highland). The attorneys on the Kinship Care Team also 
provide full representation in court for certain priority cases.  
 
The Rural Summer Legal Corps Student Fellow will assist the Kinship Care Team in 
conducting outreach, as well as scheduling and publicizing the clinics.  He or she will 
conduct telephone intake interviews to determine client eligibility and obtain 
background information in preparation for seeing an attorney in the clinic.  The 
Fellow will also attend each clinic with an attorney to assist clients who are filling out 
court forms or need to obtain certain records for their cases. The Fellow, with 
training and supervision, will practice issue-spotting and synthesize potential legal 
issues for the attorneys.  When appropriate, the Fellow will draft pleadings for clinic 
clients, to be reviewed and approved by an attorney supervisor. The Fellow will also 
assist in documenting outcomes for clinic clients.  Finally, the Fellow will work as a 
law clerk for his or her supervising attorney, performing legal research, drafting 
motions, and assisting with investigation for trial preparation. 
 
 
Applicant Qualifications: 
 
This project will involve regular trips to clinic events and court hearings in our rural 
counties. Typically, the Student Fellow will travel with an attorney, but in the event 
they prefer to drive on their own, Legal Aid will reimburse the student for mileage.   
 


