
 
 
 

 

Host Site: West Tennessee Legal Services (WTLS) 
 

Topic of Project: Housing 
 
Location: Jackson, TN 
 
Description of Fellow Project: 
 
The Fellow will provide education, outreach, and direct legal assistance to low-
income and vulnerable West Tennesseans who lack a safety net when confronted with 
problems affecting basic needs for safe and secure housing and freedom from abuse 
from consumer scams. Increased collaboration with faith-based organizations, which 
are often the primary social services provider in many of the small, rural communities 
in our service area, as well as focused outreach partnering with local, regional, and 
state agencies and government will help vulnerable rural West Tennessee and obtain 
safe and secure housing; identify and prevent loss of secure housing and avoid home 
repair contractor scams. A large number of the legal problems seen by WTLS’ 
housing/consumer attorneys happened because clients lacked sufficient education 
regarding landlord/tenant issues, including landlords who refuse to make repairs; 
homeownership (including but not limited to budgeting, mortgages, and lease-
purchase); and contractor/consumer scams.  
 
The Fellow will work closely with WTLS’ housing and consumer units to address 
common problems faced by low-income and vulnerable rural West Tennessee 
residents, with a focus on outreach and developing new partnerships and 
strengthening existing community partnerships with the goals of prevention, early 
intervention, identification of legal issues, legal research, and working with skilled 
attorneys on cases involving housing issues and/or contractor/consumer scams. 
 
Fellow will be based out of WTLS’ main office in Jackson, TN, which is centrally 
located within WTLS’17 county service area with all of the service area’s county seats 
located within 20 minutes to 1.5 hour of Jackson. WTLS has strategically-placed 
satellite offices located in the south, northwest, and northeast portions of our service 
area and the Fellow may, on occasion, work out of those offices. 
 
Applicant Qualifications: 
 
The Fellow likely will need a car, but WTSL will provide a rental for longer trips and 
mileage for shorter ones.  If some alternate form of travel can be arranged, that is 
acceptable, but a car is likely needed to get around the area.   
 
Spanish speaking ability is a plus in all our offices, but not required. 
 


