
 
 
 

 

Host Site: Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati  
 
Topic of Project: Kinship Care 
 
Location: Cincinnati, OH 
 
Depending on conditions in the community in the summer of 2021, the Student Fellow 
may be asked to perform a majority of their work from home, while remaining in 
frequent contact with their supervisor and other staff members.  
 
Description of Fellow Project: 
 
The Rural Summer Legal Corps Student Fellow will support Legal Aid’s Kinship Care 
Team, which provides assistance to grandparents and others who have stepped up to 
care for children whose parents cannot raise them due to a variety of issues, including 
substance abuse, untreated mental illness, or incarceration. Launched in 2019, the 
goal of the Kinship Care Team is to bring stability and economic security, through 
comprehensive legal assistance, to kinship caregiver families. The Fellow will work as 
a law clerk for all of the attorneys on the Kinship Care Team. As a law clerk, the 
Fellow may be asked to research any issue affecting a kinship family: housing, 
education, public benefits, custody, or any other type of legal issue that we handle at 
Legal Aid. They will perform legal research and prepare memos, draft motions, and 
assist with investigation and trial preparation. 

 
The Fellow will also have extensive client contact and will be a critical part of our 
ability to serve a high volume of kinship families. The Fellow will conduct telephone 
intake interviews to determine client eligibility and obtain background information in 
preparation for review by an attorney. They will help determine the appropriate level 
of service for the kinship caregiver (information, advice, or full representation).  
Additionally, the Fellow will attend each custody clinic with an attorney to assist 
clients who are filling out court forms or need to obtain certain records for their 
cases. With training and supervision, the Fellow will practice issue-spotting and 
synthesize potential legal issues for the attorneys. When appropriate, the Fellow will 
draft pro se pleadings for clinic clients, to be reviewed and approved by an attorney 
supervisor.  
 
Additional Applicant Qualifications: 
 
None 


