
Host Site: Ohio State Legal Services Association  

Topic of Project: Housing 

Location: Athens, OH 

Description of Fellow Project:  

The Ohio State Legal Services Association (OSLSA) Tenant Advocacy in Appalachian 
Ohio Fellowship will focus on assisting with defending tenants facing eviction and 
gathering critical information from multiple counties, including court data and 
documented stories of individuals with disparate eviction outcomes because of their 
county location. We are seeking a driven, passionate law student who is interested in 
housing law and access to justice generally to join the Southeastern Ohio Legal 
Services (SEOLS) Housing Team’s Tenant Advocacy Project (TAP) working in rural 
Appalachian Ohio. The Fellow will participate in TAP clinics with SEOLS staff attorneys 
who provide legal information, advice, and representation to low-income tenants 
facing eviction. The Fellow will assist staff with intakes and client interviewing, and 
will learn how to provide client-centered lawyering in a dynamic, fast-paced clinical 
setting. The Fellow can expect to work directly with tenants under the supervision of 
experienced housing attorneys and will observe many hearings addressing a wide 
variety of landlord-tenant issues. 

The Fellow will also travel within our rural service area to observe how individual 
courts are handling evictions, particularly in cases where tenants are unrepresented. 
The Fellow will attend hearings in these courts, take notes and track the outcomes of 
cases so that the Housing Team can determine where future Tenant Advocacy Project 
clinics or other eviction diversion tools would be maximally beneficial. When the 
Fellow is not observing eviction court hearings, they will assist the Housing Team with 
tracking past eviction cases that have come through any of the TAP clinics. The 
Fellow will work closely with intake staff to collect data such as number of clients 
served, demographics of clients, and outcomes of accepted cases. At the end of the 
summer, the Fellow will report back a summary of these findings to the Housing 
Team. The Fellow will also shadow staff attorneys in attending relevant community 
outreach events and meetings with stakeholders. 

Applicant Qualifications: 

• Fellow must work in-person. 
• Access to reliable transportation. 

 


