
Host Site: Legal Services of Northwest Minnesota Corporation 

Topic of Project: Pro Se Litigants/Reach Justice Minnesota 

Location: Brainerd, MN & Bemidji, MN  

This project will be conducted in-person if public health conditions allow. 

Description of Fellow Project:  

This project is a partnership between Legal Services of Northwest Minnesota (LSNM) 

and Legal Aid Service of Northeast Minnesota (LASNEM). The project was established 

in the summer of 2021 with the help of two Rural Summer Legal Corp (RSLC) Fellows. 

Reach Justice Minnesota is a statewide network of community-based civil justice 

kiosks and mobile civil legal aid clinics. 

In the summer of 2022, the Reach Justice Minnesota fellows will build upon the 

accomplishments of the 2021 RSLC fellows and expand the use of the legal kiosk 

network across northern Minnesota and establish regularly scheduled mobile legal 

clinics. One Fellow will be based out of Bemidji Minnesota and the other in Brainerd, 

Minnesota.  Fellows will work as part of a collaborative effort and integrated into the 

Reach Justice team.        

As background, in 2020, the COVID-19 public health emergency and economic crisis 

moved the justice system virtual, creating a digital divide that disproportionately 

impacted the communities served by rural civil legal aid programs. The use of 

technology to access courts, which began in March 2020 continues and is now 

entrenched in the operations of state district courts. To address this digital divide, 

the Minnesota Legal Services Coalition requested CARES Act funds to give communities 

access to civil justice with mobile clinics and by creating a statewide network of legal 

kiosks. The kiosks are stationed in a variety of court, agency, non-profit, and other 

community locations. In addition, Minnesota has a fleet of Justice Buses that provide 

mobile access to legal aid services. Together, the legal kiosks and justice buses form 

the Reach Justice Minnesota Project. See ReachJustice.org for more information on 

this project.        

Fellows will drive the Justice Buses to attend outreach events and host mobile legal 

clinics. They will also visit community partners that host legal kiosks and provide 

support to this groundbreaking project.    

Applicant Qualifications: 

•  Fellows must have transportation available and an insurable driving record. 

  


